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Proposed Timeline for Stage 2

June 2011 – HITPC 
Recommendations on 
Stage 2

February 2012 –
Proposed Stage 2 
Rules

August 2012 –
Stage 2 Final Rules 
released

October 
2013/January 
2014 – Stage 2 
Proposed Start 
Dates

First Year
Stage of Meaningful Use

2011 2012 2013 2014

2011 Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 1* Stage 2

2012 - Stage 1 Stage 1 Stage 2

2013 - - Stage 1 Stage 1

2014 - - - Stage 1* Indicates the change in timeline

• CMS released the Notice for 
Proposed Rule Making on 
March 7, 2012

• NPRM Comment Period for 60 
days (till May 7, 2012)

• Final Stage 2 rules released in 
August 2012

Note: All EPs, EHs, and CAHs must have 
EHR technology (including a Base EHR) 
that has been certified to the 2014 
Edition EHR certification criteria
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For Eligible Hospitals (EHs)

Stage 1 Stage 2

What’s the difference from Stage 1?
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Summary of Proposed Changes in Stage 2

Eligible 
Hospitals (EH)

New Certification 
Criteria

Revised 
Certification 

Criteria

Unchanged 
Certification 

Criteria

Click the buttons below to 
see the certification criteria
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Click the buttons to see the New/Revised/Unchanged 
Certification Criteria



Summary of Proposed Changes in Stage 2

Eligible 
Hospitals (EH)

New Certification 
Criteria

Revised 
Certification 

Criteria

Unchanged 
Certification 

Criteria

• Electronic Notes
• Imaging
• Family Health History
• Amendments
• View, Download, & Transmit to third party
• Auto Numerator recording
• Safety-enhanced design and quality management system
• Data portability
• Electronic medication administration record
• eRx (for discharge)
• Transmission of electronic lab tests and values/results to ambulatory 
providers
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Summary of Proposed Changes in Stage 2

Eligible 
Hospitals (EH)

New Certification 
Criteria

Revised 
Certification 

Criteria

Unchanged 
Certification 

Criteria

• Drug-drug; Drug-allergy interaction 
checks
• Demographics
• Problem List
• Clinical Decision Support
• Patient specific education resources
• Incorporate summary care record
• Create transmit summary care record
• Clinical information reconciliation

• Incorporate lab tests and 
values/results
• CQMs
• Auditable events and tamper 
resistance
• Audit report(s)
• End user device encryption
• Automated measure calculation
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Summary of Proposed Changes in Stage 2

Eligible 
Hospitals (EH)

New Certification 
Criteria

Revised 
Certification 

Criteria

Unchanged 
Certification 

Criteria

• CPOE
• Vital signs, BMI, & growth charts
• Smoking Status
• Authentication, access control, & authorization
• Automatic Log-off
• Emergency access
• Integrity
• Advance Directives
• Immunization Information
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Base EHR Requirements

• EPs can build Base EHR to meet the Meaningful Use objectives

• Base EHR implements only specific core and menu set measures

• It is mandatory for EPs and EHs to implement the Base EHR concept to be 
Meaningful Use Certified

Base EHR
Patient Demographic 
and Clinical Health 
Information

•Demographics
§ 170.314(a)(3)
•Problem List 
§ 170.314(a)(5)
•Medication List 
§ 170.314(a)(6)
•Medication Allergy 
List § 170.314(a)(7)

Provide Clinical 
Decision Support

• Clinical Decision 
Support §
170.314(a)(8)

Support Physician 
Order Entry

• Computerized 
Provider Order 
Entry 
§ 170.314(a)(1)

Capture and query 
information relevant 
to health care quality

• Clinical Quality 
Measures 
§ 170.314(c)(1)
through (3)

Integrate 
information from 
other sources

• Transitions of Care 
§ 170.314(b)(1) and 
(2)

• Data Portability
170.314(b)(7)

Protect the 
confidentiality, 
integrity, and 
availability of health 
information stored 
and exchanged

• Privacy and Security 
§ 170.314(d)(1)-(8)
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